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1« THE CAMBRO-BRITOW. 

ristan, lyricinem ^re, 5. Fsallere cantiloiam (cantkum) 
qnatnor partium, et accinere, et admodulari, 6. Insignia {nobi- 
Jiam gentilitia) delineate et depiogeie, 7. Genealogias de- 
scribere. 

^Tfedmr a elioir gogeempau yw, 1. Chtoarae Gmyi&wyU, 
2. Chivarae Tautlhvrrdd, 3. Chmarae Ffriitial,A. (%veiriaiB Telyn. 

Et quatuoT, qase dicuntnr ludicra, (trivialia) sunt, 1. Ludere 
talis aut lessens [Angl. to play at dice]. 2. Ludere fretiUo [AngL 
Back-gammon, a Brit. Baeh^Cammawn] 3. Ludere Latnmculis 
[Bag. Chess or Tables]. 4. Lyne cordas ad musicum parare. 

ORIGINAL LETTERS. 



LETTER XI. 

Bishop Percy to the Rev. Evan Evans, dated Easton 

Maudit, March SO, 1763. 

Dear Sir, — I received your obliging letter, whicb is so cu- 
rious, that I can not but request the repetition of such valuable 
favours. I am going to draw up a short Essay on the origin and 
progress of our English poetry, in which I shall have occasion to 
be very particular in my account of our metrical Romances ; and, 
as I believe many of these are drawn from old British fables, if 
not downright translations from the ancient British language, I 
should be extremely obliged to you, if you would give the 
titles, and, if possible, a short accoimt of the subjects, of all such 
Romances, as are ccntuned in the vellum manuscript, which you 
mention, or any other, which you may remember to have seen. 
I have a notion, that we have many of them translated into 
English and thence into French and other southern languages • 

Inclosed I send you a litle Essay on the origin &c. c^ the 
English drama. Bishop Warburton has handled the subject be- 
fore me in the 5th vol. of his Shakespeare ; but, as he derives 
all his information from the French critics, and his instances 
from the French stage, you will conclude, that he is often wide 
of the mark and generally superficial. Yet he has one extract 
from Carew's Survey of Cornwall, relating to the old Cornish 
plays, which I recommend to your notice ; because I could wish 
to know (not now but at any future leisure), whether you have 

* A valuable note on the subject of the old Welsh Romances, extracted 
from Mr. Gunn's lite edition of Kenniuy, wiU be found in a subsequent page 
of this Number. — En. 
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any thing similar in Wales. The pass^e from Carew is this. 
" TheGuary* Miraele, in English, Miraole-Play, is a kind of 
interlude compiled, in Cornish, out of some scripture history f. 
For representing this they raise en earthen amphitheatre, in 
some open field, having the diameter of this inclosed plain kome 
40 or 50 feet. The country people flock from all sides to see 
and hear it : for they have therein devils and devices to delight 
as well the eye as the ear. The players conne not their parts with- 
out book, but are prompted by one called the Ordinary, who fol- 
loweth at their heels, with the book in his hand." In an act of 
Parliament, 4th Hen. IV. mention is made of certain WasUyiirtX, 
Master Rimo urs (Rimers] and Minstrels, who infested the land of 
Wales, to make commorths or gatherings upon the people there. 
Query the meaning of this ? 1 am afraid, lest 1 should be too 
troublesome with my queries, and, therefore, reserve what you 
please to answer at any future hour ; only send me an account 
of your romances now, which will oblige, dear Sir, your affec- 
tionate and faithful servant, 

Thomas Percy. 



LETTER XII. 
The Same to the Same, dated Easton Maudit, Dec. 
31, 1763. 
Dear Sir, — I have been many months indebted to you for 
a very obliging letter. I delayed to answer it, in expectation of 
seeing your curious Specimens of Ancient British Poetry, adver- 
tised, from the press before this time. Permit me to enquire, 
what forwardness that intended publication (which you gave me 
hopes in your last of seeing speedily printed) is in ? From the 
translations, you have already favoured me with a sight of, I 
conceive a very favourable idea of the merit of your ancient 
bards, and should be sorry to have their precious relics swal- 
lowed up and lost, in the gulph of time ; a danger, which they 
will incur, if you, that are so well acquainted with their beauties, 

* Brit. Chicareu. P. B. W. 

f There is preserved, in the British Museum, a veiy curious copy of a Cor- 
nish play or opera, entitled the " Creation of the World," translated lerba- 
tint into English, and collated with the original, by the celebrated Mi. 
Edward Llwyd. Some extracts from this will be given in a future Num- 
ber — ^Ed. 

X Gwest»j-r, P.B.W. 
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